


1. A Ctar Above Bethlehem

(Matthew 1:1 — Matthew 2:23) (Luke 1:1 — Luke 2:52)
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Look, sirel
The Temple exterior
is finally complete.

LN Sa=—lls
5 Humph, it

_'_‘;.-?hhh:‘:-—_ only took a long time.
. ]

Even the great Temple of Sclomon
will not compare to the Temple
that you will build.

How long will it take

for the interior to

be complete?

Once my great Temple
is complete, the people will

surely respect me,

Well... Perhaps
about 50 years?
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I mean, 40 years..?
How about 20 years...?!

My King, that will
require lots of funds
and manpower...

Then raise
the taxes!

We could, but the

rate is already sky-high...

Are you doubting

current tax it
my decision?!

Good afternoon, my King.
Is something bothering you?




Now I wonder... Perhaps it would be good for me to have
someone who has the support of the people by my side. If
the high priest supported me, for example, the Temple
would be completed much faster..

I think that the revenue
coming from the Temple
will be great...

The new Temple will
become ours, after all.




AEOUT 400 YEARS HAD PASSED SINCE THE PROPHETS

10 ON OF ISRAEL. DURING THAT TIME, [SRAEL
WAC RULED OVER EY PERCTIA, AND THEN EY MACEDONIA.

Behoald, a virgin will be with
child and bear a son, and she
will call His name Immanuel,

But as for you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too
little to be among the clans
of Judah, From you One will
go forth for Me to be ruler in
Israel. His goings forth are
from long ago, From the days
of eternity.

Jaremiah
Behold, the days are coming, When

I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch; And He will reign as King and
act wisely And do justice and
righteousness in the land.

g ROMANC.

NOW, THE ISRAELITES SUFFEREL
UNDER THE RULE OF THE "

” Everyone, line up!
I have your wages
for today!

You are the thief, not T
How long have you avoided
paying your taxes?

Thief..!

[ -ﬂ'\.‘-
It's the tax :\'ﬁ'ﬁ'
collector! ‘ %
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You're a parasite,

feeding of f the L\
. blood of the people! Traitor to your
: S ~own people.
T'll pay the taxes later! \] -
Py ane
o

Please give it back! My
children have not

—s will

That's your problem, 3
not mine! You have 4 talents \
left to pay. If you don't pay
within the month, you will [
become a slave!

Mo..] My son is sickl!
I have to buy medicine...

Oh, I don't think you
should run away..




O Lord... How long will You
ignore the suffering of

Vi le?
our people When will You send

Your Messiah?

We thought that Judah
Maccabee® was the Messiah,
but he wasn't the One.

We are still ruled by a powerful
foreign nation, and that unworthy
Herod sits on the throne of David..

Do you think that Ged has
abandoned us forever?

JUDAH MACCABEE: Ha led the Maceabean revalt againet the Selayeid Empire and ite King Antiochue IV Epiphanee
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God has never broken a promise before.
He will send us the Messiah for sure.

I wish I could see Him
before I die.
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Whose turn is it
to perform the
priestly duties?

Maybe Zacharias?

It's too bad
that he doesn't have
any children.

That man is a true and
upright Levite.

Everyone, please gather!
It is time to pick who will
burn the incensel




It's me! T will burn
the incense before
the Lord!

Please pick one each!

Congrats,
Zacharias!

O Lord... Please consider the
suffering of Your people and
save us from the rule of Rome.




I God has heard

your prayer. Your
wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and
you will give him the
name John.
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He will go
as a forerunner
before Him, so as
to make ready a

~ people prepared
for the Lord._J

Do not be afraid,
Zacharias. | am the
angel Gabriel. ;

But angel Gabriel...

My wife Elizabeth
and I are both
too old to have

children,




Oh, no, you didn't

believe God's word.
So you shall be silent and

unable to speak until the day &

when these things take

b

Hey! Zacharias .
is coming out! : “
I'\ Zacharias, what

took so long?

=
We thought
you fell asleep in
therel
[
|P‘ —
N\

What happened?
Why can't he speak?

Do you think
he saw a vision?




ZACHARIAC REMAINED " T i r ZACHARIAS COULD NOT SPEAK TO HIS WIEE...
HIS PRIESTLY SERVICE, HE WENT BA

" Welcome back! Did you
complete all of your work?

-

It's a miracle, dear! God
s has made me so happy!
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Mary!
Greetings,
favored one!

Do not be
afraid. | have
been sent by

God.

You will
become pregnant
// . andhave ason,
# ~ . and you shall name
Him Jesus.

i

The power
of the Most

_ . == High will be
=" - with you.
% ™ g ! I




Your baby will
" be the Son of the Mos
I High; and the Lord God
‘" will give Him the throne of
His father David, and He
. will reign over the house /
of Jacob forever. HIS
> kingdom will have 4
- _no end.

Why do you say that?
I am not even married.

‘4 X

Do not worry.
Nothing is
impossible with
God.

I am a servant of
God. May it be done
to me according to
Your word.

Behold, even
your relative .
Elizabeth will have
asonin her old age. |
She is now in her |
sixth month of |
pregnancy.

That's what
: I said. But...

What? Elizabeth? [iik
But I ‘rhoughT she &




Pr.. Pregnant?!

i

I can't even think right
now! We will talk later!

{
I'm sorry... That
is what the angel
of God said...
o
B %
. D
S .

Mary is a good woman. She
has never lied before. But..




I will take care of it quietly, so
that Mary is not embarrassed...
Oh, but what should I do?
Lord! How could this happen?

~ do not be afraid
to take Mary as
your wife, for the l-—
Child who has been %
. conceived in heris,
"*.:I\ of the Holy
- Spirit.

\ She will bear a Son; MEANWHILE, MARY WENT TO VISIT ELIZABETH IN
.+ and you shall call His name ORDER TO CONFIRM THE WORDS OF THE #-HGEL;' o
= |

L Jesus, This is to fulfill what -

i C

was spoken by the Lord =y
7. through the Prophet Isaiah: \ “'f‘{&?}ék
CoEE “Behold, the virgin shall be +

with child and shall bear a

~ Son, and they shall call
His name Immanuel.”

Mary..! What are
you doing here?




WHEN ELIZABETH CAW-MARY, CHE KNEW RIGHT AWAY
THAT MARY WAS PREGNANT.

It's true. She is
pregnant.

Mary, blessed are you
among women, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb!

He has given help to Israel His servant,
In remembrance of His mercy,
As He spoke to our fathers,

To Abraham and his descendants
forever..|

How has it happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord
would come to me?

My soul praises
the Lord.




Congratulations,
Zacharias and Elizabeth!
What is the baby's name?

called John.

But you don't
have any relatives
by that name.

What will be the
baby's name?

Yes, Johnl

He can talk
now!




Blessed be the Lord God of
Israel, For He has visited us
and accomplished redemption
for His people, And has
raised up a horn of salvation
for us, In the house of David
His servant—

And you, child, will be called
the prophet of the Most
High; For you will go on
before the Lord to prepare

His ways; To give to His
people the knowledge of
A salvation, By the
N forgiveness of their
» sins.

ZACHARIAS' MOUTH WAS OPENED,
AND HE PRAISED COD.

I think he is speaking prophecies And Malachi and
from the Book of Psalms.

What is Zacharias
Jeremiah, too.

MEANWHILE, JOSEPH HAD MARRIED MARY
AFTER SEEING THE ANGEL IN HIS DREAM.

Mary! You shouldn't
carry heavy things when
you're pregnant=,




I
What is it? e —
I guess he is trying
to raise taxes.
=

When will this end? We are
already taxed enough by Herod!

Caesar Augustus has
ruled that a census™ will
take place. He says that he
will use force if necessary
to make us cooperate.

*PENSUS: a count of all people in tha land

ALL OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL RETURNED TO THEIR HOMELANDS IN ORDER TO FOLLOW "
- THE ROMAN EMPEROR'S RULING. SIS
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As long as I'm with
\. you, I'll be fine.




Do you have a room
for the night?

I'm sorry, but all of the rooms :
are full. Oh, my! It looks like your
wife will go into labor soon... -

Try that house at the end. They
might be able to make space for you.

Well, we don't have any rooms
left, but the stable is free...




Lay her down on the dry
straw. I'll be right back!

S My contractions
_ have started.

* IN A NEARBY FIELD"

Do not be afraid.
| bring you good
news of great joy!

noisy for the first
time in a while.

What's that!
The night sky is
so bright!

o Wouldn't it be great if it was a
- feast for the coming Messiah..?




* Today, in the city

—~ag bl =t
o . & 6
of David, there has
been born for you a
Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. You will find
a baby wrapped in
. cloths and lying in
amanger. i«
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Glery to God in the
highest,
And on earth peace
::smcrﬁg men with whom
. He is pleased.

Quick, we need to get
to town!

We heard that a baby It's true! The Messiah has
was born here... been born!




L —
L‘ ;,-;--u THE SHEPHERDS EXCITEDLY TOLD THEM WHAT HAD HAPPENED IN THE FIELD.
s

The angels

appeared.. The birth of the Messiah

is good news...
—

Hallelujah! Praise be to Geod.
Our suffering will now end!

Hallelujah!

We are so happy!

That means:
Savior!

"JESUS: means "Yahweh eavee.” Implies that he ie the Savior
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~AFTER THE BABY WA BORN-IOSEPH AND MARY.BROUCHTRTHE] | It's our first son. We

BABY T0O THE TEMPLE'IN JERUSALEM AND'PRECENTEDHIM-TO—] | are here to present Here is cur
THE LORD'ACCORDING TO THE | oy it the Lord, sacrifice of two
LAWSOFM ! - i

S OF MOSES Anna, it's good turtledoves.

to see you.

o]

It is my joy
to serve in
the Temple.

Cimaon




Lord... Thank You. For my eyes have
seen Your salvation,
as You had promised to me.
Now, I can die in peace.

0

00

——

N

¥

i

S
% =

_\;/

[ -..-..
¥ o
;--J'

.

-

W

Goodness..|

Listen to mel
Our Savior has finally
arrived!

Is that true?

Anna seems
very excited.

Let us hear what
she has to say.

This child is a light of revelation
and a glory of Israel. He is
appointed for the fall and rise
of many in Israel.

At a certain time,
a sword will pierce
EVERN your own soul,




AT THAT TIME, THREE WISE MEN FROM THE
* EACT WERE HEADING TOWARD JUDEA.

We are getting closer
to the star!

ONE DAY, A NEWSTAR THAT HAD NEVER BEEN CEEM BEFORE APPEARED IN THE CKY. THE WISE MEN BELIEVED
« THAT THIS STAR WAS A SIENALOF THE BIRTH OF A GREAT KING. - -

The star that we follow is
leading us to Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is the ancient
capital of King David,
the great King of Israel.
Let's go and
find the King.




That is correct.
That star appeared to us

in the east and we have
come to worship Him.

There was no prince born in this
palace. Only I am the King of Judea.
Hmm... Someone who will take my
throne has been born somewhere..

According to the prophecies, Oh, Bethlehem.
where is the Messiah supposed Thank you.
to be born? We are on our way!

Herod doesn't
look happy

Let me see. Here it is,
According to Micah 5:2,
it should be Bethlehem.

Is that all?




Once you find that baby,
come back and tell me.
I also wish to worship

the future King.

Wait, stop!

You wish to worship %
the future King?!

Ha-ha, you are a
good-hearted King.
I respect you!

It's nothing...

Worship? Not a chance.

As soonas I find him...!

THE WICE MEN HEMJEE.' TOWARD EBETHLEHEM. THE
CTAR '.'JEJ'-JI_ AHEAD OF THEM _n'r_-m_ LED THE WAY.
The star has -

stopped above
that building!
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Ah, we are wise men from the east.
We have come to worship the
newly-born King of the Jews.

We have brought
gifts to the King. Gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

AFTER THE WISE MEN HONORED THE BABY JESUS, GOD
WARNED THEM THROUGH A DREAM NOT TO RETURN TO
HERCD. S0 THE WISE MEN RETURNED TO THEIR LAND
EY A DIFFERENT ROUTE.

Mary, pack our
things! We have to
leave at oncel




An angel fold me in a dream that
Herod is coming to kill our Son. Bethlehem is close by.

Why aren't those
wise men back yet?

We must escape to Egypt!

We didn't know that
you were waiting for

Oh, sire. Those wise ™
men have already
returned to their
country...

They left a few
days ago...

I order you to go to Bethlehem
at once and kill all male children

under the age of two!

Yes, Sirel We
will go right now!

J
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' Why does he want to
kill innocent children?




Will we go to
Bethlehem?

E can't go to Judea. Hered is dead,
but his son Archelaus is just as bad as

his father was. Let's go to Nazareth.
The angel told me what to do in a dream. J

We thought you
would stay in your ;
hometown foreverl /

- How is >
veryone doing?
& Mary! Is He the

_‘ " LIS baby whom you were
' carrying back then?

U ¥

Yes, How are
your kids?




Hope you enjoyed reading thie etory from Book 7!

Did you know that Jecue
had many friende?

(&
)

Read mote about theit adventuree with Him in (220135 53342 Jeeue and Hie Friende
eComic! Ack your parente or teachete to go to GreenEggMediaGroup.com
to download the eComic FREE with promo code: IMMANUEL.

Learn more about the exciting life and minictry of Jecue in booke 7, €, & 9!
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